Major General Anſlruther, 


Lieutenant Governour of MINO R CA. 
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Before the H of L-----, January 28, 1741. Together with the Reſolution | 
of the Houſe on the fame, and the PROTEST on that Occaſion, | 
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28 Jan. 1741. 


A JO R General 41y/7/a7her attending (according to Order) was call'd ip, and 
being (worn, was ſh: ws the Liſt of the ſeveral Officers upon the Eſtabliſhment; 
ot H#incrco; whereby it apocars, what Number of them are abſent, and the 
Nature of their reſpective Offices, and was directed to give the Reaſons (as far 

= as he knen) which cccaſtoned their Abſence, 3 1 

The Earl of Hertford, Goveruour, ſays, the Occaſion of his Abſence is from his being in- 
firm, and not able to Travel, and from that lufirmity has never been able to go to the Illand. 
The Lieutenant Governour (vis. himſelf) ſays, 1 am abſent by His Majeſty's Leave. 
L. When did you come away from the Iſland 2? e 
A. U left the Iſland the 15th or 16th of February laſt, I can't be politive which ; but it 
was one of thoſe Days, N 5 2 
O. Upon what Account did you leave the Iſland? 
A. I had Leave upon my own Application. 
©. By what Orders did you come away? TE, f . 
A. The Leave that all Officers have comes regularly from the Secretary at War. | 
©, Whether you made the Application for coming Home yourſelf, and to whom you made it > 
A. I made it in the way all Applications are made, to the Secretary at War: I have tha 
Leave of Abſence in my Pocket, ſent to me by the Secretary at War, by the King's Order. 
Which he produc'd, and the ſame was read, Pg on 5 
| 9. On whom did the Command devolve, upon your coming away s 
A. The Command always devolves upon the oldeſt Commanding Officer, and that was 

Brigadier Paget. V „ V% a 
L. As this was a conditional Leave, whether you were under any Apprchenſions of an At- 
tack from the Spaniards; or whether the Deſign of the Spaniards had actually been laid 

aſide, when you left the Iſland? „ „ 

A. I underſtood my Leave of Abſence to be conditional; that I had no Leave of Abſence, 

if I was under any Apprehenſions of the Iſland's being attack d. Before I left the land, I 

had certain Intelligenee of the Enemies having carried off Part of their Cannon, Part of their 
Mortars, and Part of their Troops from Majorca, which was the Place from which they 
deſign'd to attack the Iſland. _ e „ : e 


, Whether, before you left the Iſland, you had any Correſpondence with Admiral Had, 
ack ; or conſulted him, ſo as to know his Thoughts with regard to the Spaniards raving laid 
© fide their ̃ JJV 
A. 'Tho'1 was very ſure, from my own Intelligence, the Deſign was laid laid aſide for that 
Time, yet I apply d to Mr. Haddock, to know if he had any Intelligence to the contra V 
who agreed with me, and that he bad none. 55 . 1 
What Quantity of Cannon was carried away, and what remained at Majorca? 
A. As to the Quantity that was carried away from thence, I canuot be poſitive; what was 
brought from Hai celona thither I knew exactly, as well as the Number of Mortars: There 
were 2500 Men carried back frem Majorca to Barcelona along with Part of the Artillery, 
2. Whether the Report of Minorca's being in Danger of an Attack from the Spaniards, 
did not ceaſe, juſt at the Time, or a little after the Time that the Spanish Squadron ſail'd 
from Cag7s % d nh en ionninen fen Tore - ny 
A. I think what prevented the Iſland's being attack d at that Time, was five Ships that 
Mr, Haddock brought from Gibraltar, which he conceived to be Force enough to prevent 
any Attack being made upon the Iſland. My Intelligence, that they were to come into the 
Iſland with a Body of 16000 Men, gooo whereof were to come from Barcelona, and 7000 
from Majorca. After this Mr. Haddyck came up with the Ships; and I am ſatisfy'd, that 
was what prevented the Attack, 5 = 2 
O. Ack d the ſame Queſtion again as to the Time of the Report ceaſing ? 
A. The Flect ſail'd ſome Time after that, about three Weeks or a Month after that, to 
the beſt of my Remembrance. —ͤ—ͤ— nmmommnnnnntno——— — —— 
O. At what Time did Mr. Haddock's Ships come to Minorca ? 
A. I cannot charge my Memory with the exact Time, — 
0; Whether, in your Opinion, 16000 are neceſſary to make the Siege of Fort St, Philip ; 
or whether 10,000 Men are not ſufficient? ? 25 | 
A. If 'tis agreed, as the Spaniards believ'd, that the People of the Iſland are in their In- 
tcreſt, what the Noble Duke ſays, I believe, might be ſufficient, becauſe when thoſe Troops 
were to come over, by my Intelligence, there were Arms for 7000 Men, that it was poſſibls 
they imagin'd the Iſland would furniſh them with; which makes me believe they did think 
the People of the Ifland would have joined them, But had that Number of Men been in thy 
Intereſt of the Engliſb, the Noble Duke knows 16000 would be ſcarce ſufficient, 
0, Whether the Iſland can't be attack d from Barcelona? 


4. To be ſure the Iſland can be attack d from any Part of Spain, 5 8 
Ts Whether 


C49 


DO. Whether the Number of Troops left ; in Majorca were ſufficient to make you fear any 
Dinger /// y 
A. I apprehended no Danger from the Troops left in Majorca: 
„Whether the Commiſſion you have as Lieutenant-Govertior, gives you the ſame Powers, 
as the Governor would have if he were PO a 
A. I underſtand it does. | 5 \ 44 
'0. Acquaint the Houſe with the Nature of thiſo b Powers. | * 
A. The Civil Government of that Iſland is carried on by Judges of the King's Nomiation: 
Natives of the Iſland ; they are govern'd by their own Laws; the Governor has a Power, upon 
— Judges being of different Opn to agree with thoſe whoſe Opinions he thinks are the 
pet. 
| ©, Had Colonel Pager, upon your going away, the ſame Powers which you had 1 225 Jou 
were preſent ? 
A. I anderſtand he had: It has been. the Cuſtom there, that any Conmentant. in the Ab: 
ſence of the Governor and Lieutenant- Governor, exerciſed the ſame Powers. | 
D, Has the Commandant thoſe Powers in the Abſence of the Licutenant-Governor of Courſe | 
or has he any particular Commiſſion for that Purpoſe ? 
A. I do not underſtand he has any particular Commiſſion for them. 
Whether you, when you are there, act by a Military Commiſſion | as Lieutenant- 
Governor * a | 
Ai. lac by a Goin from his Majeſty as Lieutenant-Governor, 
©, Whether in caſe the Ifland ſtood . 10000 Men were ſuſhcient. to them the Siege, 
and fucceed in it? 
A. As to the Succeſs 0 a Siege I can't ay ; 50 ban I ſhould think; if the Troops were dom- 
plete, 10000 Men would find great Difficulty in conquering the Fort. 
0. Whether Admiral Haddock, at that Time, had not a ſufficient Number of Ships to pre- © 
vent any Attempt upon the Iſland, except the Spaniar As had been ſuperior at Sea? i 
A. Tis my Appréehenſion, while there is a Fleet in the Mediterranean ſuperior to the Spa- 
* Fle«t, any Attempt upon the Iſland will never be made; there's no manner of Doubt of 
for I believe nothing but Mr. Haddock's coming with ive Ships (as I meution d before) pre- 
Aly the Attack. 
O, What is your Opinion of the Diſp oütion and e of the People, x whether they would 
| have ſided with the Spaniards if an Attack had been made? 
3 The People in that Iſland, ſince it has been in the Poſſ.ffion of the Ez lil, have been 
uch happier than ever they were formerly, and greatly richer; notwithſtanding which, L 
may venture to aflure your Lordſhips that they would join the Spaniar As. 3 - 
| Whether the State of the Eſtabliſhment laid before the Houſe, which you have in your 
| Hands, is the ſame now as it was when you left the Iſland, and what Variations, if any? 
Ai. One of the Secretaries I brought with me from the land ; and there's the Fort Major, 
have had his Majeſty's Leave very lately. I do not know of any o her Alterations. | 
O, Whether the Regiments were compleat, as to Men and Officers, when you left the I{land 2 
AJ. No, my Lords; but there may be laid before your Loruthips an Account of the Men rai- 
ſed for the different Regiments i in that iſland, ſince the late Augmentation, which, I make 
no Doubt, wou'd convince your Lordſhips, that there has been no Neglect, but the Death, 
and Deſertion of the Men that are liſted here for that Place, make it impracticable to keep 
them compleat, in the common Way of Recruiting here. 
2. What, Number of Officers were abſent at that Time ; and what Number of Men were 
wanting to compleat the Regiments 2 75 
As. I really can't acquaint your Lordſhips with that, upon my Memory z. but there is an 
Account of that in the Returns that were ſent from the Iſland. 
| . Whereabouts was the Number of Officers and Men wanting 2 
I. I know there were a great Number of Men wanting; z 1 belicve near 700. | 
O. What Number of Officers ? 
A. I cannot recollect; but, I believe, not ſo many Officers as Men, in Proportion. 
Whether there was not, at that Time, a Number of Recruits rais d, arid ſome upon the _ 
852 going thitbher? ö 
A. To be ſure, there are always Recruits going thithor., I have Tent Forty Men within 8 
this Fortnight, and have a great many more to go. : 
2, Whether you think it poſlible for the Regiments at Nami to be perpetually full; 
and whether you think there is a Fund ſufficient to keep them ſo? 
A. Tis utterly impoſſible; there may be an NOPOun: laid before your Lordſhips of Recruits 
which coſt the Captain L. 40 a Man. | 
„Whether 'tis ee to keep the Regiments more compleat than they were when you 
left the Iſland 2 
A. To be ſure they may be more compleat; but we were. under ſome Misfortunes of loſing 
Recruits in their going thither. | 
. Whether you do not think there. might nate been ſuch Methods taken as wou'd have 


| kept thoſe: e en as compleat as other Regiments are hope © | i 
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to fay, Twenty thouſand Spaniards could not have taken, That was the Reaſon of there 


43.3 


A. In place of Recruiting in the ordinary Way, if there had been Draughts font over 
once a Year. to compleat thoſe Regiments, to be ſure they would have been m ore compleat 
than they now are, tho there are many Objections to the Draughting of Regiments. 

,; Whether you ever met with any one Colonel that did not complain, when his Regi- 
ment was Draughted? 

A. I believe there is no Colonel of a Regiment that inclines to have his Regiment 
D 

©. Whether you yourſelf i in your Correſpondence hero have not complain'd of the Number 2 
of Officets abſent, and Men wanting? 

A. I have repreſented that there were too many Officers Abſent, and that the Regiments 
were not complete. 2 155 3 

0. Whether you have not complain d of it often 3 5 | 

A. I have repreſented it, but, upon my Memory, cannot tell whether once or tu ice. 

What Anſwers did you receive? 1 5 

M Upon my firſt Complaint, his Majeſty was pleaſed to order a Draught of Men from 


Ireland to complete the Regiment I found in the Ifland. I was afterwards told, that the 


oper Orders were given for the abſent Officers to repair to their Poſts. 

9. Whether you found any Effect of thoſe Orders that you were told. were giv en 2. 

A. Upon thoſe Orders ſeveral Officers attended, but not all. | 

2, Whether you do not know that Orders were ſeveral Times-publiſhed in the Gazette. 


for all Officers to repair to Minorca, notwithſtanding any Leave of Abſence ; and whether 
Letters were not wrote to the Commanding Officers of the Regiments there, and particularly 


of his own Regiment, acquainting them with thoſe Orders, and directing them to make Re- 


turns: of ſuch. Officers as did not attend upon thoſe Orders "= 


A. 1 know thoſe Orders were given, and upon thoſe Orders ſeveral Officers did attend. 


ſent over, from Time to Time,,a Return of the Abſent. Officers, and of the Non-etffective 
Men, by which the Secretary at War behov' d to know, who did obey thoſo Orders, and who 
did not. 


- Whether upon the repeated Accounts and Returns vou made of the Officers abſent, you 


ever heard that any of the Officers in themſelves in this manner, were ever bro. ght 4 
to a Court Martial 2 


A. I know of none being brought to a Court Martial! in ; that Iland for that Crime. 
Whether you ever heard from England, rhat any of them were brought to a Court + 
Martial? res 
A. About ſeven Years ago, I had an Officer in my „e broke ſor diſobeying the 
King's Orders to attend his Poſt, I had another Example later than that, about 'Ten Months : 


0. Whether you have the laſt Return you made of Men and Others 3 

A. The Returns are in the War Office. 

Then he proceeded to the next Officer upon the Liſt, the Commillary General of the Stores 
and Proviſions, Lord Vifeount Irwin, who. 4s abſent——Says that Office has always Deen CXCe 
cuted by a Depute. 

The next upon the Liſt i is the Deputy Judge Advocate, and Commiſſary of the Muſters, 


Sir Authony We ſtcombe, Bart. who+-is nt ay he was there a Number of Years, but has 
acted by a Depute for, I believe, Eight or Nine Ycars. 


'The next upon the Liſt are the Joint Sec etaries, George Moccrief and Theophilus Ban- 


5 con. — Says, Mr. Moncrieh, one of the Secretari:s, I brought over with me, with Papers 


relating to the Iſland; the other Secretary is there, and has always continued there. 
TIbe next upon the Liſt is the Chaplain, Fames Achmuty, who is abſent—Says he lived 
there a conſiderable Number of Years, and has been abfent, to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, about Eight Lears. 
The next upon the Liſt is the Captain of the Ports, Robert Frampton, who is-abſent.— 
Says, This is a Gentleman that I never ſaw, and who never was in the Iſland. 
DL. What is his Duty 2: A 
A. His Duty is to Jock the Gates: of the Fort, a2d bring the Keys to the Commanding 
Officer at Night, and to open them in the Morning, which is now done by the Adjutant of tho 


Fort. D, Do you know where he is, or any ching of him? A4. No; I do not. 
120, How long has he held his Office ? 


A. He ſucceeded one Dobins, to the beſt of. my 3 about two Vears ago. 
©, What is his Salary or Pay e 
A. I believe it is a Crown a Day ; I can't be poſitive, but L think it is 45 
The next upon the Liſt is the Provoſt Marſhal, James Cosby, who 1 is preſent. 
The next is the Signal Man, Zohn Caſtillio, who is preſent. + 
The. next upon the Liſt, are the four Officers belonging to Fort 8. Anne (viz.) George Mon- 
crief. Fort Major; 3 Giles Wakeman, Adjutant; Culmore Gockerill, Surgeon. z and Daniel 
Cabroll, Surgeon's Mate; who are abſont.— Says, This Fort is the Place where the Fortifica 
tions were deſign d to have been made; and had: they been made in this Place, I will = 


BP being 
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being a Staff propos d for the Fort, which is at proſent no mote than a broken Windmill, and 


no Houſe nor Cover for a Man to lye i in, a Place where I put a Man to hoiſt a Flag when any 
Ship appears off the Iſland. 

©, Whether if the Perſons belonging to this Fort had been upon the Iſland, they might not 
have been of Uſe in the other Fort e 

A. They would have been ſo many Supernumeraries ; and a Place that is beſieg d cannot be 
the weaker for having a Supply of a 1 and a Surgeon s Mate. 

DO. What does the Pay of theſe four Officers amount to? 


A. I can't upon Memory tell that directly. SOT Lordihips may . it from the War- 


Office. 

O. Whether thoſe Officers would have been oblig d to aſſiſt in defending the other Fort, if 
it had been attack d, and would have been under your Command ? 

A. I underſtand that every Eſtabliſhment there is under my Command; and if the Place 
'y deen attack d, they would have been as much oblig d to defend it, as they would Fort 

f, Ans. 

The next upon the Lift are the Offers belonging to Fort S. Philip, (viz.) The Lieutenant 
Governor, Major General Roger Handaſyde, 5 is abſent.— Says, | do not AION by whoſe 
| Leave he is abſent. - 
D. How long has he been abſent ? 
A. I believe he has not been there for a Number of Years. 


The next upon the Liſt is the Fort Major Peter Dumas, who is abſent,—Says he came 
to Eng/and about fix Weeks ago, and he never was from the Iſland, ſince it was in Poſſeſſion | 


of the Eneliſb, above three or four Months. 


O. Whether you. know any particular Reaſon he had fer coming over; or e whether the 


Leave was given him for a Time, and whether he is not now upon his Return e 

A. He had, as I underſtand the King's Leave, to como over, „and is now under Orders, or 
N going to the Iſland again, 
- Wheth:r you know the Reaſon of his coming over ? 


Bo do not know the Ruaſon other than that he brought his wiſe and Family to . 


them here. 
The next upon tho Liſt is the Adjurant, Arthur Aris. Says bold there, and bas been 
there many Vearçs. 
The next is the Surgeon James $: ot, who is abſent. Says, this i is the only Perſon upon the 
Liſt that I did give Leave to come to England, and who ought to have returned Deny: now. 
"The next is the Surgcon's Mate, Fonathan Flder, who is preſent, 
M pat js your Recruiting Fund in Mtnorea fo» 


TL The Recruiting Fund is the fame as that of the Troops i in England, which i is two War- 


rant Men upon the Lift, which are ſuppos d to be Non- effective. 
O, Whether tis polfible this Fund ſhould bo ſufficient to compleat the Keats 2 


J. I have acquainted your Lordſhips with the Difficulty and Expence tho Gentlemen are at 
in Recruiting the Troops in that Iſland. An Officer in England can have a Man for Ten 


E which would coſt a Captain in the Iſland Ten or Fifteen Pounds. 
2 How many Years the Regiments in Minorca have been there without being relieved 2 


J. There are two of the Regiments in the Iſland that have been there five or fix and twenty 
Vears; there are two others that have been there fifteen or ſixteen Tears. My Regiment his 


Majeſty was plcaſed to order over about four Years ago. 
L. Whether you are not convinc d, that this is not Relieving of the Regiments; and whe- 


ther the keeping the Regiments ſo long and has not been of infinite Detriment to the 


Service? 
J. I think it has. 
in thoſe Regiments ? 
A. Yes, there have. 
O. Whether you had not Directions to write to the ſand to acquaint them, that the 


Regiments would be relieved, one Regiment my Year till the whole were relieved; and 


whether you did not repreſent that that would be ſatisfactory e 
A. 1 did write to the Commanding Officer of the Iſland that he might acquaint the Troops; 


that his Majeſty was determin'd to relieve one Regiment every Lear; which, my Lords, I am 


ſatisfy'd would put a Stop to all ſuch Accidents that have happend, and be ſatis actory. 

©. What Time was that Letter wrote e 

A. I wrote that Letter about nine Months ago. 

0. Whether any Regiments have gone thither ſince that Time and whether you know of 
any that is going to embark ? 


A. I have been told lately, that two Regiments will be ſent, one to relieve a Regiment at 


Gibraltar, and another to relieve one at Minorca ; but none are gone hitherto, 
Lou are deſired to acquaint the Houſe with ſome of rom Inſtances of Deſpair in the 
Soldiers; : aud whether they dare been et * 


0. Whether there have 2 many melancholy Inſtances of the Deſpair of the Soldiers ; 


5 con bens 
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and ſeveral of them have happen d ſince I have been there. 


. andin of the Day being read for reſuming the 1 e Debate which doe Veſter- 
che And of Major General Anſtrutber; Who attending accordingly was called in, 


and being Sworn, was ſhewed the Liſt of the ſeveral Officers upon the Eſtabliſhment of Mi- 
orca, whereby it appears what Number of them are abſent, and the Nature of their reſpec- 


Abſence. And having given a particular Account of this Matter, was examined further in 


: the Forces there, and other Matters. 


7 HE Order of the Day being read, reſuming the adjourn 4 Debate, which aroſe 


ce e. That out of Nineteen Officers, only one Adjutant, one of the joint Secretaries, 


© highly injurious to the Honour and Intereſt of- theſe Kingdoms. EI 


ment of Minorca, laid before this Houſe the 2oth Inſtant, diſtinguiſhing which of them are 1 
60 2 tho Place, and Which of them.; are | abſent, - was s ſhewn to him, and he was directed to. 


= ES 


A. There have been a good many Inſtances of Soldiers upon that Illand ſhooting of their 
Hands, and ſome them ſhooting off their Feet, and ſome ſhooting themſelves through the 


Head, of thoſe that have bcen the longeſt there ; ; by which your Lordſhips will obſervo, 


they will incapacitate themſelves from getting their Bread at Home, rather than continue 
there, 


_ 0. How lately were you told that two Regiments were to be {ent from hence, one to 
Gibraltar, and the other to Minorca ? 


A. I think it was about a Month ago that I heard fo. 
L. Who was it that told you ſo? 


A. I heard it from the Lords of his Majeſty s Council. 


L. Did not you attend at a Committee of Council about three Weeks ago, touebing 
Affairs relating to Portmahon? A. 1 did. 


Q. How long have thoſe Accidents been frequent? 
A. Thoſe Accidents were frequent before 1 had the Honour to command in the Ifland ; 


Q. Did not you repreſent this ſome Time before you leſt the Wand, in your Correſpon- 
dence here e 


A. Upon my W I can't be poſitive, but I think I did. 
„ He was directed to withdraw, 5 


ES. 


28 January. 


upon a Motion made in Relation to the Officers who are abfent from Minorca, and for 


tive Offices, and was deſired to give the Reaſons (as far as he knew) which occaſioned their 
general as to the State and Condition of the ſaid Iſland, — the Number and Condition of 


And being lnb ha een _ — 
The Propoſition made Yeſterday was again Stated, and a Cnoltion being pur rhoroupon, | 
ER It was reſolved in the Negative. 
Contons ˙* Q 


8 » 
A Motion was made, That it appearing to this Houſe that the Ger and 1 


Governor of the INand of Minorca, aud the Lieutenant-Governor of Fort &. bilip, and ſe- 
veral other Officers upon the Eſtabliſhment there, are now abſent from the ſaid Iſland, to the 
manifeſt Prejudice of the Publick Service; Re ſolved that an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
to his Majeſty, Oc. to give Directions, that the Officers upon the Eftabliſkment who are ab- 
ſent, as aforeſaid, do forthwith repair to their reſpective Poſts, and that his Majeſty, out of 
his Royal Care of ſo important a Place, will be pleaſed to give the ſtricteſt Orders, that for 
the future to prevent any ſuch Prejudice to the Publick Service, ſuch a Number of the ſaid 
Principal and other Officers as ſhall be ſufficient to perform the Services belonging to he ſaid 
nen, be anbant reſident on the Place. 


«ts Tho ſame was agreed to, 


'PROTES * Die Jovis 28 | Jamarij, 1741. 


. Leſterday, upon a Motion then made in the Words folloꝛwing, viz. 
As it appears to this Houſe, by the Liſt of the Officers belonging to the Eſtabliſhment of 


3 the Provoſt Marſhal, and one Surgeon's Mate, and the Signal Man, are attending their Duty 
* in the Ifland : It is the. Opinion of this Houſe, that the permitting ſo many Oſſicers to be 
* abſent j in Time of profound Peace, would be a great Negle& of the Publick Service, tend- 
© ing to the Deſtruction of Military Diſcipline ; but that the ſuffering them to be abſent in 
Time of War, at a Juncture, when the Ifland of Minorca has been threaten'd with an In- 
© vaſion from the Spaniards, renders the Poſſeſſion of that important Place precarious, and is 


And alſo, 8 
« A Motion for the Attendance of Major General Auftruther ; who attending account 
*© was call'd in, and having been Sworn, the Liſt of the Officers belonging to the Eſtabliſh» ; 


1 


© the Reaſons of their being ſo abſent; and having given an Account thereof, was examined 


further in general as to the State and Condition of the ſaid Ifland, the Number and Con- 
* dition of the Forces there, the Manner and Method of Recruiting, and other Matters. 
And then he was directed to withdraw, and the foregoing Motion made yeſterday being in- 
| foſted on, After Debate, 'The Queſtion was put thereupon, 5 Wy 
| And it was Reſolved in the Negative, Contents 57 Not Contents 69 
9 Diſentient a | HS EY 2 
I. Becauſe We conceive, That as the Fact ſtated in the former Part of the Queſtion, ap- 
pear'd plainly from the Paper laid before this Houſe by the proper Officer, and neither was nor 
could be controverted by any one Lord, the Cenſure contain'd in the latter Part of the Queſtion 
was not only Juſt, but as Gentle as ſo evident a Neglect of ſo important a Place, at fo critical 
a Time could poſſibly allow. The Principal, if not the only, Argument made uſe of by thoſe 
Lords who oppoſed the Motion was, That the Cenſure was General, and pointed at no par- 
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might have been rendred difficult: That out of Nineteen Officers paid upon the Eſtabliſhment 
of Minorca Fourteen were abſent, among whom were the Governor, the Deputy Governor, 


of it was opposd by the Majority of the Houſe, We therefore hope, that Poſterity, to whom 


the ill Succeſs of it, find Reaſons to excuſe our not attempting many others of the like Nature. 
2. Becauſe, when we conſider the tender Apprehentions of the Adminiſtration for the Ifland 


marching to the Coaſts of Catalonia, and a few Tartanes ?flembled in the Port of Barce- 
Wand, even by going there with their whole Force, if neceſſary, By the Execution or Miſtake 
of which Orders, the Spaniſh Squadron was ſuffered to ſail from Cadiz to the Meſt- Indies, to 
ti imminent Danger of our Fleets and Poſſeſſions there. We cannot well account for that 


that valuable Poſſeſſion, when an Embarkation of fourteen or fifteen thouſand Men, and above 
two hundred Tranſport-ſhips Was publickly preparing at Barcelina, and conſequently within 


attack'd by the Spaniards, as the Spaniſh Miniſters were that their Embarkation would fail to 
Taly undiſturb'd by our Squadrons in the Mediterrancamn. 
3. Becauſe it appears, That about the ſame Time that Major General Anſtruther left that 
I 1fland, by "pany 
 Hadadich informs the Secretary of State, in a Letter of the 1oth of the ſame Month, that by 


the lateſt Letters from Mr. Conſul Birtles, he mentions, © That a Spaniſh Embarkation is 
audi intended, and tho the firſt Deſign was on a ſudden dropp d, the laft Intelligence de- 


© clares the ſame to be renew'd again; which Information, we conceive, was ſufficient to have 


excited greater Apprehenſions for the Danger of that Iſland, than ſeem to have been entertain- 
ed, fince no one Step appears to have been taken thereupon terits Defence, or any Leave of Ab- 


' ſence recall'd; but the whole Government was ſuffer d to deyolve to a Lieutenant Colonel of 
one of the Regiments there. _ 8 EE 

"== Becauſe it appear'd by the Examination of Major General Anftruther at the Bar, that 
when he left Minorca, about the 15th of February laſt, above ſeven hundred Men were 
wanting to complete the Regiments there, and near the ſame Proportion of Officers abſent : 


| : That the private Soldiers were ſo uneaſy at having been there ſo long, that many deſtroy'd | 


| themſclves from Deſpair, and many maim'd themſelves to get diſcharg'd. That ſhould the 

% Iſland be attack'd, the Inhabitants would, in his Opinion, certainly join the Spanidaras : 

That in his Opinion too, that Iſland was always in Danger when our Enemies were ſuperior in 

the Mediterranean, which has been for ſome Time, and is ſtill the Caſe. All which Circum- 

| ſtances concur to prove the Danger, the Neglect, and the Juſtice of cenſuring ſuch a Neglect 
| at ſuch a Time. | | 5 5 


know, That a general Relaxation of Government, and Abuſes of this Nature, were the Vices 
| of the preſent Age. A melancholy Truth! which We conceive is ſo far from being an Argu- 
ment for Impunity, that it evinces the Neceſſity, at leaſt, of cenſuring ſuch as We can attain 
| to the Knowledge and Proofs of. And indeed, 
that the ſeveral Abuſes commitred in the ſever 
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give an Account of the Perſons abſent, the Nature of their Offices and Employments, and 


ticular Perſons, which we rather apprehend to be a Prœof of the Juſtice and Moderation of 
that Cenſure, as it could then only light upon the Guilty whoever they were; and we are 
_ inclined to believe, that had the Cenſure been applied to any particular Perſons. the contraty 
Argument would have been urged, and the Injuſtice of a particular Cenſure, without Proofs, 
ſounded high, tho' poſſibly, at the ſame time, the n-cefiary Means of getting at thoſe Proofs 

and the Governor of Fort Sr; Philip, was a Fact diſputed by none, tho' the ſlighteſt Cenſure 


We thus Appeal, will not only approve of our Conduct in this Motion, but will likewiſe, from 
of Minorca, in the Year 1740, when, upon Information received, that a few Troops were 


ona, Orders (poſſibly obſcure from that Precipitation which the Emergency requir'd) were 
ſont to our Admirals in the Mediterranean, to provide immediately for the Defence of that 


r o'61nd Security in which the Adminiſtration ſeem'd to be the laſt Year, with Regard to 
four and twenty Hours Sail of Minorca, which Embarkation ſoon after went undiſturb'd to 


Italy: But we fear this inconſiſtent Conduct may give too much Credit to Inſinuations lately 
ſcatter'd in the Publick, that the Brizih Miniſters were as ſecure that Minorca would not be 


om the Secretary at War, which was on the 15th of February laſt, Admiral 


5. Becauſe it was ſaid in the Debate by thoſe whoſe high Sta ions beſt enable them to 


We have but too much Reafon to believe, 
al Branches of the Governmedt, -unpunifh'd at 
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leaſt, if not conniv'd at, have already produc'd Effects too ſenſibly felt by this Nation ; 
which Abuſes, from the Nature of Things, neceſſarily multiply themſelves, and if not ſpee- 
dily check d, muſt ſoon forge a Chain of reciprocal and criminal Dependency, too ſtrong for 
even the Authority of this Houſe to break, too heavy for the Conſtitution to bear. 

6. Becauſe the Motion for an Addreſs, offer'd in lieu of this Queſtion, in which the ſame 
Fact is ftated in its full Extent, but without the leaſt Cenſure annex'd to it, is, in our Opi- 
nions, not only unprecedented, but inconſiſtent with the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, 


as it may ſeem calculated to ſcreen the Guilt it avows ; and as it may be thought to intimate 
future Impunity for publick Crimes, if balanc'd by private Miniſterial Merit. Artifice may 


elude Enquiries, or prevent Detection; Lenity may cenſure a Crime, yet ſpare the Crimi- 
nal; but Mankind, we fear, may be at a Loſs to account from what Motives ſo Criminal a 
Neglect, fully ſtated, prov'd and admitted, could eſcape without Cenſure ; or may aſcribe it 
to ſuch as would affect the Reputation, and conſequently leſſen the Authority of this Houſe. 
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